
From the Principal 
I am sure enjoying the longer days that March brings! 
 

This is a busy time of year with our second reporting document coming 
home on March 19th. You are encouraged to take a look at your child’s 
FreshGrade account to give some context to the report card. We are also 
excited to be hosting Zoom conferences on March 26th, 3:30 p.m. to 7:30 
p.m. at Knob Hill, and 4:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. at the Education Centre, and 
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March 27th 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at both 
campuses. More information will be sent home by 
your child’s learning facilitator. 
 

This is a great opportunity for your child to share 
what they have been up to at school. I strongly 
encourage all families to participate in this 
process as it benefits every child to have their 
families attend. 
 

I would like to take a moment to commend our 
parent community for committing to the vision 
and mission of Calgary Arts Academy. We are 
passionate and committed to providing academic excellence through our enriched Arts Immersion 
programming. 
 

We have appreciated your support and encouragement throughout the pandemic. It’s hard to believe 
that it’s been a year. I would like to also thank our parent community for following the AHS 
recommendations, restrictions and by making safe choices to reduce the spread of COVID-19. We all 
benefit from each other’s actions in keeping our whole community safe. We deeply appreciate your 
efforts. 
 

When we work together, we are a strong community of adults supporting our youngest members of 
society. 
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Knob Hill News 
Practicum Students 
We are pleased to welcome back two University 
of Calgary practicum students, to our Knob Hill 
Campus this term.  Our practicum students 
have the opportunity to learn valuable teaching 
skills and experience Arts Immersion and the 
CAA Pillars in action. We appreciate the 
contributions they make to our school and the 
dedication of our staff as they support our 
future teachers! 
 
Pink Shirt Day - February 24 
Knob Hill students participated enthusiastically 
in Pink Shirt Day through dance, art work and 
thoughtful conversations about anti-bullying 
and the spirit of belonging.  Watch for the 
upcoming video which celebrates how our 
community works together and counts on each 
other’s kindness.  Enjoy our pink shirt art work! 
 
Staff Appreciation Lunch 
The excitement and pleasure that staff felt 
about the Staff Appreciation Lunch was 
heartwarming!  We appreciated the 
thoughtfulness of School Council and really 
loved the wonderful lunch.  The “Dream Team” 
cups were especially lovely.  Thank you! 
 
Parking, Parking, Parking  
Dropping off students and picking them up at 
the end of the day is a challenge.  Parking, 
traffic, buses, timing and weather all contribute 
to the stresses families experience.  Please 
remember to be especially considerate of our 
neighbours as you look for parking near the 
school.  We want to be good neighbours and 
known for our kindness and Circle of Courage.  
Don’t worry If it will take you extra time before 
or after school because of parking. Just contact 
the school office.  We always appreciate safety 
over convenience. 
 
 

 
 
100th Day of School 
Did you know that Thursday, February 25 was 
the 100th day of school for students this year? 
We know this because our Year 1 students have 
been counting.  To celebrate this milestone, 
students and staff dressed like they were 100 
years old, with grey hair, wrinkles, shawls, 
beards and canes.  We also had a 100 second 
whole school dance party, Math games and 
artwork with 100 items. Happy 100th Day 
Everyone! 
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Black History Month at 
the Knob Hill Library 
 

To acknowledge and celebrate Black History 
Month, we have been using our library times at 
Knob Hill to read stories about Black Canadians 
and Black Artists followed by a discussion about 
the themes and issues in each book. Two of 
these wonderful books are “Viola Desmond 
Won’t Be Budged!” by Jody Nyasha Warner and 
Richard Rudnicki, and “Oscar Lives Next Door: 
A Story Inspired by Oscar Peterson's Childhood” 
by Bonnie Farmer.  
 
“Viola Desmond Won’t Be Budged!” has 
prompted many rich and positive discussions 
during class visits. The story resonates deeply, 
and many children immediately identify the 
themes of race, identity, kindness, fairness, 
belonging and inclusion. 
 
We have also read “Oscar Lives Next 
Door” with some of the Year 2/3 classes, 
which ties into Black History Month and a 
celebration of Black music in Canada. This 
wonderful book looks at the childhood of 
Oscar Peterson in Montreal's Little 
Burgundy neighbourhood.   
 
Additionally, Mr. Steven has been including the 
book “When Marian Sang” by 
Pam Muñoz Ryan & Brian Selznick in 
his Music times. This beautiful picture book 
chronicles the life and career of world-
renowned opera singer Marian Anderson.   

The above titles are available through Calgary 
Public Library in both print and eBook 
formats. Calgary Public Library also 
offers two wonderful staff-created lists of 
Black History Month titles for children. I highly 
recommend you check them out!  

CPL picks for children: 
Children’s Books for Black History Month 
 
CPL pick for school-age children: 
Black History Month for School-Aged Kids  

We are also working hard to expand our 
collection and increase representation in the 
CAA library. If you have BIPOC, 
Afrofuturist, or Black History Month titles you 
would like to recommend, please connect with 
us.   
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https://calgary.bibliocommons.com/list/share/393767397_calgarylibrary_kids/1819566339_childrens_books_for_black_history_month?_ga=2.127890062.2072848989.1614293454-2141419287.1603907844
https://calgary.bibliocommons.com/list/share/1150293387_meera_t/1814889179_black_history_month_for_school-aged_kids?_ga=2.65558573.2072848989.1614293454-2141419287.1603907844


Kindergarten / Year 1 
News 
We have been raising money to help support 
animals that are in danger. We created posters 
to spread the word about arctic foxes, 
kangaroos, tigers and orcas and will be giving 
weekly announcements that will teach others 
how they can support these animals. We have 
been exploring different ways to reduce, reuse 
and recycle some of our classroom materials. 
We have learned how to make our own paper 
from recycled materials and are creating a 
collaborative classroom art piece out of things 
that would typically end up in the trash.  

February was a busy month! We celebrated 
Valentines Day and spread love by handing out 
valentine cards to our classmates. On February 
24th we took a stand against bullying and wore 
pink shirts and participated in a 'flash mob’. We 
rounded out the month with our 100th day of 
school by dressing up like we were 100 years 
old!  We are excited for the warmer weather so 
that we can explore signs of spring in our 
community.  

Year 2/3 News 
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Paper Making

100 Days Celebration

We have had a full and fabulous February. We spent most of the month exploring our contract, 
“The Art Of Creation”, in which we transformed our learning spaces into forests inspired by the 
Amazon Rainforest in Peru and the forests of Canada. This launched our exploration into small 
and flying creatures. Who doesn’t love invertebrates?! We have started our next contract, and 
parents can expect information on this contract to be emailed home in the coming days. “The 
Art Of Adventure” will be an exploration and deep dive into all the adventures we can have 
with books! We will explore different themes each week, such as, Dr. Seuss, Dragon’s Love 
Tacos, Peter Pan and other classics and, go on all sorts of adventures inspired by these books.  

We are excited to share “A Day In The Life…” of 2/3 students for our upcoming Student Led 
Conferences. Please look out for more information coming home soon. 



Year 4/5 News 
 
We have just wrapped up our first learning 
contract of 2021 which focused on all things 
wellness related as we learned to take care of 
ourselves, each other, and our communities and 
environments. Now in March, we will be 
jumping into a brand new contract called “Rise 
Up!” This learning contract was in part 
dreamed up by our two student teachers from 
the University of Calgary, Ms. S and Mr. Jesse, 
who are working with Ms. Connolly’s and Mr. 
Thomas’ classes. We thank them for their 
enthusiasm and hard work. This learning 
contract is all about getting to know your rights 
and freedoms, determining what you stand for, 
and learning how to use your voice and art for 
positive change. We will be looking at 
important Canadian change makers including 
The Famous Five who fought for voting rights 
for women in Alberta, Louis Riel, the Métis 
leader who fought to protect his people and 
land, and Viola Desmond, who worked to 
desegregate Nova Scotia. We will be examining 
and working in a variety of art forms including 
protest songs, propaganda posters, workers’ 
theatre and memes, to name a few! We look 
forward to adapting these themes to our 
contexts at Knob Hill, the Education Centre, 
and the At-Home Learning program, and can’t 
wait to share some of our work with you at 
student led conferences.  
 

Year 6/7 News 
 
We are diving into March with plenty of 
exciting projects and activities.  Most notably, 
we are beginning our “Showcase” contract.  
With the pandemic having forced us to cancel 
our official showcase, we’ve come up with a 
modified contract that will focus primarily on 
the things it takes to put on a show: character 

design, set design, lighting and sound design, 
costumes, make-up, everything needed for 
putting on an outstanding show!  We will be 
working in all of these areas, developing skills 
that we can put to use in future productions, 
while also exploring several curriculum areas. 
 
Over the past couple of weeks, Year 6 students 
have been honing our flight skills using a 
mobile simulator.  While the first day was filled 
with a lot of crashing airplanes, we are now 
putting our new knowledge of control surfaces 
together to execute some truly impressive take-
offs and landings. Meanwhile, Year 7 students 
are designing our off-the-grid dream houses. We 
are designing a wide range of homes to suit our 
needs, drawing inspiration from tiny homes, 
shipping container homes, and earthships. 
Soon, we will begin exploring and designing 
power systems, water and wastewater systems, 
as well as methods for temperature regulation 
within the home.  All of these systems will be 
required to function independently of any 
public systems. 
 
In Social Studies, Year 6 students are wrapping 
up our exploration of Canadian democracy, 
before diving into the origins of modern 
democracy through the investigation of ancient 
Greek democratic systems. Additionally, we will 
be moving into “Year 2” of our Civic Mirror 
Project.  This second year will allow us to apply 
what we have learned through our first year, 
with the development of new, more effective 
laws and infrastructure that will support the 
success of the greater community.  

Year 6 students are learning a range of skills in 
math class related to geometry, including 
classifying and measuring angles, triangles and 
quadrilaterals, before moving into fractions. 
Meanwhile, the Year 7 students are wrapping 
up factors multiples and fractions, before 
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beginning a geometry unit of our own where 
we will look at three dimensional shapes and 
circles. 

As a part of Language Arts, we are exploring 
elements of language through the 
deconstruction of short fiction in preparation 
for the next learning contract. We highly 
recommend challenging your child with the 
Kahoots we’ve been using as formative 
assessment in class. As a part of that, we will be 
identifying the interconnections of ideas to 
unpack and explore the key elements of the 
play. 
 

Year 8/9 News 
 
In February, we did a great deal of Arts 
Immersion learning. We want to highlight the 
work we did to synthesize our learning about 
Renaissance Rebels (Year 8) and Minority 
Rights (Year 9) through portraits. We chose 
significant historical figures to create portraits 
of through art forms of our choice. We saw 
fantastic dramatic monologues, poetry, dance 
and many stunning visual art portraits. 
 
After the February break, we started our new 
Learning Contract, “Welcome to my World”, in 
which we will use the theatrical arts of costume 
and make-up design and acting to express our 
full imaginations through a world and society-
building project. Bringing our studies of 
ecology, government and character together will 
allow us a rich, interdisciplinary project.  

Year 8 students are finding success through 
daily JumpMath practice and have consolidated 
our algebra skills. We are starting work with 
perfect squares and will soon tackle the 

Pythagorean Theorem. Year 9 students find 
success with practice in our SNAP books and 
are finishing up a large unit on Polynomials. 
Soon, we will move into geometry. 
 
One more thing we could brag about for Math 8 
is that some students chose to participate in a 
Grade 8 Math Contest from the Canadian 
National Math League in February. Our 
performance was impressive! 
 
In artist time, we are getting a richness of 
music, dance, drama and visual art projects 
with our artists, and are able to bring the skills 
we develop there into our core subject projects. 
 
Spring is in the air, and we are proud of how 
our Year 8/9 students are remaining vigilant 
with our Covid-19 safety protocols while having 
fun and showing Belonging to each other. 
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Maria Campbell, 
Metis Artist 
- by Seth

Viola Desmond 
- by Oceane



Education Centre 
Artist News 
Year 4 to 10 
 
With Ms. Hailey, we are finishing up our 
introductory Jazz week and moving into 
concepts related to musical theatre and 
storytelling through dance. 
 
With Mr. Hudson, we are taking 2D designs and 
learning how to translate them into 3D using 
Photoshop and Minecraft. 
 
With Ms. Sarah, we are finishing up our "Bow & 
Arrow" paintings and moving on to a 
community-focused art project next. 
 
With Ms. Shannon, we are finessing our fencing 
abilities through the use of cueing, reaction and 
proper falling technique. After that, we’ll be 
moving on to lighting design and shadow 
puppetry. 
 
With Ms. Susanna, we are continuing our 
ukulele work and moving on from chords and 
basic strum patterns to reading and playing 
melodies. 
 
With Mr. Thorson, we are continuing to use 
technology to explore concepts related to basic 
music theory (chords, scales, etc.) and song 
composition. Year 6 to 9 students will also have 
the opportunity to explore the various 
applications of music within a society, while the 
4/5s continue to develop our own music-
making skills using a variety of digital and 
acoustic instruments. 

8

Year 8/9 Online Pink Shirt Day

Vasca da Game - by  Noa

Michaelle Jean 
-by Alishah

Douglas Cardinal - by Jake
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