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From the Principal 
Over the years, we have been very successful in building unique and inclusive 
traditions that all members of our community can fully participate in. These 
traditions include our Community Pancake Breakfast, the Year 9 Graduation, 
the Rose Ceremony, student showcases, Vertigo Theatre performances, and, 
perhaps most importantly, our community performances at “The Jubilee.”  

1

 
Team News 

PAGE 3
REMEMBRANCE DAY 

OBSERVANCES 
PAGE 1, 2 & 6

HIGH SCHOOL NEWS 
PAGE 8

DECEMBER 2020 
PAGE 7

It is always 
wonderful to have 

the entire 
community come 

together to 
celebrate our 

children.
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This year’s Winter Celebration, of course, will not be at the 
beautiful Jubilee Auditorium. However, we are tapping into our 
creative side in order to celebrate our students! This year, we will 
be releasing a video link that will feature a variety of student 
performances.  We are thrilled to be able to bring everyone 
together, in the comfort of your own homes.  

It is important to us that parents, guardians, grandparents and 
extended families feel this same level of connection to our 
community. We know that by expanding the amount of diversity 
present in our community we are ultimately making our 
community a strong and more well-rounded place. As such, I do 
encourage you to invite your friends and families to join our 
Virtual Winter Celebration on Friday, December 11th. 

It is always wonderful to have the entire community come 
together to celebrate our children. I believe it is more important 
this year than any other year! 

Remembrance Day 
Observance 
at the Knob Hill Campus 
Our students observed Remembrance Day on November 10th 
through a ceremony streamed to classes.    Our Year 4/5 students 
shared dramatic representations and all classes contributed 
wreaths to commemorate Remembrance Day.   Although we 
missed gathering for an in-person assembly, the virtual ceremony 
was touching and helped us remember how important peace is in 
our lives. 
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The Arts are Alive 

at the  

Knob Hill Campus!

As always, students 
continue to exercise their 
creativity through the arts 
at CAA.  Students have 
been painting, building 
sets, writing scripts and 
practicing performances 
toward our “Jubilee” 
video. The anticipation 
that comes from the 
preparations is building.  
Watch for our 
performances on the 
upcoming Winter 
Celebration video!
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Random Act of Kindness Month 
at the Knob Hill Campus 

Ask your child about the RAK calendar for the month that started on December 1.  Each class will 
have the calendar posted in their classrooms and will be encouraged to complete some or all of the 
activities.  This will serve as a good reminder of how we can spread kindness and practice generosity 
safely within our cohorts and school community.   

 
The Meaning of Life 
in Kindergarten and Year 1 
 

It’s the most wonderful time in K/1! 

We have been learning about the meaning of life and the 
overall changing of time! We have been discovering the 
passage of time in our past and present while discovering our 
heritage and where we come from.  We travelled back in time 
to explore what came first in our world (dinosaurs), who were 
the first people in Canada and all about the early Canadian 
settlers and pioneers.  We have explored seasons and the 
different characteristics of each. With the help of Mr. E and 
Mr. Steven we artfully created a Jubilee showcase  of  
“connecting and greetings throughout the ages”. Online 
students have really discovered the new way to connect with 
each other while being physically apart.  

Up next we dive into celebrations from around the world  
including Le Carnival de Quebec, Diwali, Hanukah,  
St. Nicholas Day, and Los Posadas.  
 
What a wonderful time! 
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As mentioned in other correspondence, please 
watch for Lost & Found photos in the weekly 
“What’s Happening” and consider donating new 
winter gear for the CAA Mitten Tree.   Thank you! 
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All the Ways We Can Art 
in Year 2/3 

 
We have been busy exploring all the ways we can art! 
 
On top of our diligence in sanitization practices, 
November has been quite the adventure! We continue 
to develop fundamental skills and build our talent as 
readers and writers during Daily 5. We want to say 
thank you to all parents who attended conferences and 
were able to celebrate our successes with us! 
 
We have conducted many water experiments and 
observed water droplets, how water droplets move, 
and witnessed viscosity in the great condiment race. 
We engineered paper boats and then realized the 
necessity to create waterproof paper-boats, so we tried 
again. We explored India and developed an 
appreciation of the traditions, way of life and culture. 
We carried on the tradition of Jubilee by creating 
classroom videos and are excited for you to see all of 
our hard work. Our Year 2 friends have identified 
shapes and Year 3 friends have been mastering the 
fine art of double-digit addition and subtracting. We 
are currently on a time traveling adventure to the past, 
present and future!  
 

Circus World 
in Year 4/5 

 
For the last month, we have been immersed in the 
world of the circus. We have compared historical 
circuses to contemporary ones today, discussed some 
of the troublesome aspects regarding the treatment of 
people and animals, and defined the word “spectacle” 
for our own contexts. We will continue to work under 
the circus theme for the remainder of 2020, and are 
currently putting together performances of circus 
tricks, building flea circuses run by simple machines 
and electrical circuits, and engaging in a novel study of 
Kenneth Oppel's “The Boundless,” which shares the 
story of a young boy traveling aboard a magnificent 
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Fun Times in the Knob Hill 

Art Room
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train with a group of circus performers. The book has led to numerous discussions and investigations 
into Canadian geography and history as well! Tied to our studies of Canadian geography is our work 
surrounding sustainability and land stewardship. The pictures below share some of the ways that we 
have discovered to care for our environment. 

Resilience 
in Year 6/7 

 
We are kicking off December with a whole new learning experience by heading online for a period of 
time.  While we had some hiccups and kinks to start, things have started running quite smoothly.  It’s 
always amazing to see how adaptive and resilient our students are.  We couldn’t be more proud of all 
of them. 
 
In Year Year 6 Science class, we are exploring the phases of the moon as part of the Sky Science unit, 
through a variety different media.  The mantra of our activities is one of our favourite quotes: “If you 
can’t explain it simply, you don’t understand it well enough.”  In Year 7 Science on the other hand, we 
continue to explore structures and forces through our marshmallow build challenges.  So far there 
have been a lot of very cool and effective structures assembled.  We certainly know how to think 
outside the box! 
 
In Language Arts, we are wrapping our adventure into National Novel Writing Month. Mr. 
McCafferty has been seen dancing around maniacally at how much writing has been accomplished. 
He can proudly say that both the Year 6 and Year 7 students DESTROYED their group goal by a 
significant amount. Year 6 students set their goal for 65,000 words and ended up just shy of 100,000 
words. Year 7 students set their goal for 55,000 words and were just shy of 90,000 words. The sheer 
volume of writing that Mr. McCafferty and his student teacher Ms. Sam will be reading will carry us 
deep into December and through many a pot of coffee. Going forward, Language Arts will continue to 
focus on fine tuning our writing craft through reflection and editing.  
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In Year 6 Math, we are explore factors and multiples 
through patterns and designs, allowing us to see the 
mathematics that exists in the world around us.  
Meanwhile, in Year 7 Math, we continue to expand our 
understanding of algebra by analyzing data sets and 
seeking out numerical patterns in everyday contexts. 
 
In Year 6 Social Studies, we have been investigating the 
constitution of Canada and creating our own for our 
countries in Civic Mirror. We have been crafting and 
shaping the unique identities of our respective online and 
in-school nations. This has been leading to much debate 
and discussion around what Canadian identity is and 
what we hope to take for our own countries. In Year 7 
Social Studies, we have been researching explorers that 
have shaped part of Canadian history and understanding 
both the positive and negative impacts they had. We are 
starting to learn about New France, Ruperts land and the 
emergence of the fur trade. 
 

Whose Voice is it Anyway 

in Year 8/9 
 
In November, we dove into our new Arts Immersion 
project “Whose Voice Is It Anyway?” by learning about 
the elements of a great film script, analyzing movies, and 
then exploring the art of voice over for animation. We 
began scripting, character study and sound engineering 
our own version of a Magic School Bus episode about the 
human body, which we will share with CAA’s Year 2/3 
students when recording is complete! 

November was a month of making the Arts Barn, our new 
learning space at Stampede Park, our home. We were 
lucky to have good weather for our walks to and from the 
Education Center for artist time and Phys Ed. We enjoyed 
our first PJ day on what became the last day of in-person 
learning until after the winter break. 
 
As this newsletter goes to print, we have confidently 
logged in to our first online classes of a government-
mandated, at-home learning period. COVID-19 continues 
to bring us challenges, but the Year 8/9 team is 
determined to stay connected while we continue our 
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Education Centre 

Remembrance Day 
online assembly
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learning. New projects such as writing a great movie review, and making our own sports 
documentaries are already underway. 

Physical Education 
at the Education Centre 
 
And just like that, we’re into our last month of 2020. November saw us learn some volleyball skills, 
and have most recently been learning the ins and outs of floor hockey. As the hockey unit comes to a 
close, Year 4 to 6 students will be engaging in various basketball activities. Meanwhile, Year 7 to 10 
students who have moved online will be given various activities. These activities will include physical 
challenges, as well as some cross-curricular opportunities which will involve sports history and social 
studies.  
 
Unlike in the spring of 2020, online PE will not be optional for students, though it will be 
designed to be flexible, so students can complete assignments and challenges at their own pace, with 
suggested timelines from their teachers. 
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December 2020 
at a glance

Break
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