November is
Family Violence
Prevention
Month
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New website launched! Visit www.caaschool.com

From the Principal
“Cross Curricular Arts Immersion model and academic excellence are a
driving force to teaching and learning at Calgary Arts Academy.”

Halloween Fun
at Knob Hill
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As we head into the final weeks of our first term this year, I am reflective of
the great work that has been done by students and Learning Facilitators.
Although it looks different than any other year, the learning, creativity and
innovation is apparent.
Cross Curricular Arts Immersion model and academic excellence are a

Terry Fox School
Run
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driving force to teaching and learning at Calgary Arts
Academy. One outcome is to facilitate student success in
demonstrating the knowledge, skills and attitudes
necessary for lifelong learning. An important example
necessary for lifelong learning is knowing how to learn.
Our first term reporting documents will be sent home on
November 19th. Our upcoming parent conferences will
take place on November 26th in the evening and on
November 27th from 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. These
meetings will be held as scheduled phone conferences the
same way as the mid-term conferences in September. All
parents and guardians are strongly encouraged to
participate in these conferences as partners in your child’s
education. Please watch for information coming home from
your child’s learning facilitator.

Jubilations is offering a 10% discount
for CAA families in their Junior Series
production. Use promo code GRINCH
when ordering by phone
(403) 249-7799.
Click here for more info.

Calgary Arts Academy will be closed on Wednesday, November 11th in recognition of Remembrance
Day. I would like to encourage all of our community members to participate in Remembrance Day
events. There are many virtual events that will be happening on November 11th.
Lest we forget.

Alberta Community and Social Services

NOVEMBER IS FAMILY VIOLENCE PREVENTION MONTH
Wear purple during November for Family Violence
Prevention Month to show survivors you are there for
them.
We all play a role in maintaining happy and healthy
relationships. Learn #WhereToTurn if you see someone
affected by family violence:

- Show you care through your actions;
- Attend events;
- Share awareness resources;
- Help people discover services and supports available.

Together, we can help end family violence in Alberta.
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Knob Hill Campus News
Even during this very different fall, the staff and students at the Knob Hill Campus
continue to enjoy community spirit and fun times.
Remembrance Day Observances
CAA will honour those who have served Canada in times of war and peace.
Rather than a traditional assembly this year, students will have
the opportunity to remember our veterans through activities in
individual classes. We will also pause in a silent moment of
remembrance on November 10th for the men and women
who have served our country.
Halloween Festivities
Students wore some very spooky and
entertaining costumes to school. Classes
partied with Halloween crafts and games and students
performed for the cameras in a “Zoom” parade.
Happy Halloween!
Welcoming our Youngest Learners
Welcoming our Kindergarten students to CAA has been a
long-held tradition. This year, the tradition continued in a
new format. Classes from Year 1 to Year 4/5 created short
videos for the Kindergarten students and provided some
sage advice for our young learners. The compiled films
were very touching. In the Spring, Kindergarten students
will have the opportunity to give advice to the oldest
students in the school as they move on to the Education
Centre.
After School Procedures
Staggered entry procedures are still in place for students and
parents at our Knob Hill Campus. Bringing children to their
assigned doors at the appropriate times has made the
process run smoothly. Thank you!
Dismissal time at our Knob Hill campus is 3:00 p.m. daily.
To ensure the safety of students:
‣ Students meeting parents exit through their assigned
doors and teachers watch to ensure students connect with
their designated adults. Teachers monitor students at the
3

door for about 10 minutes. If a student is not picked up, they will be brought to the office until
their adult arrives. Supervisors accompany bus students to the buses.
‣ We ask that students not wait for parents in the playground.
‣ Playground supervision is not provided after school. We ask that students not wait for pickup in the
playground.
‣ If you will be a few minutes late, please call Ms. Poissant in the office.
Where can I park around Knob Hill Campus?
We know that parking near Knob Hill Campus can
be a headache and we thank all parents for their
patience and care when parking near the school.
When parking on the street, always check the
parking signs so you do not get a ticket. Here are
some things to remember:
‣ Please do not enter the staff parking lot to park.
Our lot is completely full with staff vehicles this
year. The lot is also a safety hazard for students.
We are teaching students to never walk through
the lot.
‣ Bus Zones - Please do not park or stop on the
hill. What a mess this causes in the morning
when six buses are dropping off students at Knob
Hill Campus! Buses are not allowed to back up
and they can only allow students to exit the bus
when they are beside the curb. Snow also
complicates bus drop off considerably.
‣ Pick Up and Drop Off Zones - There are zones
along 19 Street SW for drop-off and pick-up in
the morning and after school. The wide gates by
the playground will be open to allow access to the
school field.
‣ Parking Permits - The City of Calgary has granted 10
parking passes to Knob Hill Campus. If you park in a
permit zone, please come into the school office and
Ms. Poissant will register your vehicle online.

Kindergarten / Year 1
News
October was a busy month! We celebrated
Thanksgiving and Halloween, and learned all about
these special days. During Thanksgiving, we practiced
4

Can your child’s idea help
make the world a better place?
2021 Toyota Dream Car Art Contest
Enter from October 5, 2020 – January 8, 2021

“My Bee Car” – Abraham, 8

“The Elephant” – Lucy, 12

Win a $250
KiwiCo gift card
“Toyota Makes The World A
Better Place” – Max, 7

For details and to enter, visit:
Toyota.ca/dreamcarartcontest
*No purchase necessary

gratitude and enjoyed fall themed crafts and centres.
In preparation for Halloween, we had lots of fun
creating wonderful, spooky art work!
We have completed our first learning contract of the
school year! We did a fantastic job learning about our
community and community helpers. We had so much
fun building a community out of boxes and other
materials. We replicated urban and rural parts of our
community, as well as different landmarks, and even
our own homes. This learning contract allowed us to
explore where we live, and learn how to build
different structures as well!
In October, we also finished our home extension
projects, and had the opportunity to share our
wonderful work with our classes! We learned so much
about communities, while being extremely creative.
We have continued to have wonderful classes with Mr.
E, Ms. Kearney, Ms. B and Mr. Stephen! We are
learning so much about the different art forms.

Year 2/3 News
We have wrapped up our first learning contract “Lost &
Found” and we throughly enjoyed exploring many different forms of art. We grew as artists, learned
new technical skills and discovered new passions and areas of interest. We continued our
explorations of magnets, learned about how people live in Tunisia and even wrote and published our
very own books! We are beginning to transition into our second learning contract “How to…. Art” as
we explore how sharing our artistic expressions with our community can build, shape and grow our
connections to each other. This learning contract will look a little different for our Year 2/3 families
Thank you for your amazing enthusiasm and
fundraising efforts for the Terry Fox School Run. We
wanted you to know we've exceeded our goal and
raised $2,645.20!
In 1981, Terry said, "Even if I don't finish, we need
others to continue. It's got to keep going without
me." Thanks to your generosity, cancer research in
Canada continues to forge discoveries that Terry

We truly appreciate the generosity you
gave us with your time and effort for this
noble cause.

could have only dreamed about. Every day we are
moving closer to his inspiring dream: a world free of
cancer.
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as we are asking them to engage in an artistic exploration in their home (singing, dancing, cooking)
together and in the spirit of Jubilee share a short video that we will then share amongst our Year 2/3
community.
We continue to ask parents to send in a pair of headphones that will stay at school in a ziplock bag,
safe for each child to use in the classroom. We go outside everyday, so please make sure that your
child has appropriate clothing for the weather of the day. If you have any questions, please don’t
hesitate to reach out to your child’s teacher at anytime. Parents, thank you for your ongoing support
and engagement. This is truly a collaborative effort and together, as a community, we can support
our children as they grow in this new world!

Year 4/5 News
October was an eventful month for us! We finally have a space of our own in Studio 3. It's great to
have a room of our own where we are able to learn and grow together. Our KH students have settled
into our new classrooms and have decorated the walls with art that represents both the students as
individuals and as a 4/5 community. Our At-Home students are continuing to meet daily via Zoom
and have cultivated our own unique homeroom identity.
This month, our in-school students have been making Small Town Travel Brochures where we've
been exploring the art of advertising in assembling travel
brochures that demonstrate our geographical and
demographical understanding of small towns in Alberta.
In this project, we not only looked at what makes these
towns so unique, but also what their appeal is to a more
urban audience. We learned how sophisticated these
towns actually are in connecting their population as well
as drawing tourists from all over Canada. For our first
Arts Immersion experience in this new normal, they've
definitely established a proof of concept.
Our EC students have also been having weekly
Philosophy classes as well, which stem from a
collaborative project with the University of Calgary for
introducing Philosophy to elementary age students. So
far, we've explored and practiced how to make a
philosophical argument, how to see a point of view
from different perspectives and how to define our
words clearly. Meanwhile, our KH students have
continued brainstorming, researching and sketching
rough drafts for awareness posters regarding resources,
waste and the concept of sustainability, while our At-Home students have created murals for Alberta’s
small towns and written mystery stories set in some of Alberta’s best ghost towns.
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In November, all of our 4/5 students will dive into
our new learning contract, Circus Circuits, which
will examine the history and legacy of the circus in
North America, while also learning how to build
devices that move using simple machines and
electricity. We look forward to sharing our
explorations with you in December!
Ships2Shores is looking for young artists (from 7 to

Year 6/7 News

29) across Canada who would be interested in

The Year 6/7 pods are busily working away,
exploring curriculum in a variety of manners. We
continue to explore identity, particularly as it relates
to who we are as learners. To do so, we are
conducting independent research projects about
topics related to the various units currently being
covered in our core classes. At this stage, we have
the general framework for our websites constructed
and are beginning to create content. The intention
of this project is for the sites to be regularly updated
throughout the entire year. Feel free to ask your
student to see their site at home, as we all have our
respective logins for students.weebly.com.

contributing to our Canadian Coastlines Colouring
Book. We are specifically seeking depictions of our
Canadian coastlines; including landmarks and
landscapes, ship designs and marine life.
For more information about Ships2Shores, please
visit our website: https://ships2shores.ca/
Submissions will be done through a Google form:
https://forms.gle/SEQgDoahEtnRZjC2A

Year 6 students are busy creating and managing our
fictional nations through the Civic Mirror project. It
has been truly remarkable to watch the dynamics of
our new society form in real time. Year 7 students,
on the other hand, are exploring Europeans and the
history of colonialism as it relates to the earlier
emergence of Canada as a nation. Meanwhile in
Science, we are exploring the solar system and
universe at large through the Sky Science unit.
Over the next couple of weeks, we will be designing
travel brochures to encourage people to “vacation”
at various locations throughout the solar system.
In math class, both grades are diving headlong into
algebra, with Year 7 students taking the extra step
of learning how to work with coefficients, constants
and variables. In Language Arts with Mr. McCafferty,
the two groups are also participating in National
Novel Writing Month where we will be diving into
story writing and character development within a variety of genres.
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Year 8/9 News
We had an eventful October! We wrapped up our
“Fall Into Yourself” Learning Contract and were
thrilled with the creativity and depth of thinking
our students demonstrated in their advertisements
for historical and Canadian technologies.
Students have continued to show so much care for
each other and themselves by following all our
Covid safety protocols. As winter weather
descended, we moved to the Arts Barn on the
second floor of the Agriculture Building at
Stampede Park so that our Year 9 students can
have a non-gym learning space, and we can use
the gym for physical education classes. The
students once again demonstrated great resilience,
optimism and flexibility and are now settled in to
our new space. We are enjoying the learning
spaces (and seeing horses being walked from the
barns below each day). We aren’t enjoying the
barn smells quite so much, but are told there won’t
be live animals in the barns on the main floor for
most of the winter!

The Year 8/9 team settles into their new learning spaces at
the Arts Barn.

8

We’re getting along well with our new neighbours at
the Arts Barn.

We have begun our Human Sexuality
unit in Health, and are working hard in
the other core subjects. Year 9 students
are working on a special Murder
Mystery project that will run all day in
the first week of November. Year 8
students have completed a fantastic
drawing/design project where they
embodied the spirit of DaVinci’s
workshop. Soon we will begin our
“Whose Voice is it Anyway?” Learning
Contract and students will be busy
writing scripts and recording their
voices for a video dubbing science
project.
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Year 10 students went on a “virtual” field
trip in dance class to the
Royal Opera House in London, UK to watch and
partake in World Ballet Day.

Ed Centre Phys Ed News
After over two months of outdoor activities - including a week of
snow soccer, Phys Ed has moved indoors! With that being said,
there are plans for certain activities to be done outdoors through
the winter months. Advance notice will be provided to students to
come prepared. Please ensure students bring both indoor and
outdoor shoes to keep the gymnasium floor in tiptop shape.
Students are also encouraged to bring water bottles, as the water
fountains are not available for use.
Activities for the month of November include volleyball and floor
hockey. There are many safety measures in place to minimize the
possibility of a sickness spreading.

New classroom spaces for Year 8/9 students at the Arts Barn.
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November 2020

Links
Attendance - Education Centre
Attendance - Knob Hill
COVID-19 Pre-Screening Questionnaire
CAA Re-Entry Plan Documents
2020-2021 School Calendar
Donate to CAA
Parent & Student Handbook
Calgary Transit Guidelines
Record Your Volunteer Hours
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